
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 
 
I hope all of our mums had a lovely day yesterday, it 
was perfect weather to enjoy time with the family and 
friends. I was able to catch up with my own mother 
and then my children and grandchildren during the 
day for lots of stories, games and fun.  
 
The Mother's Day liturgy last 
Friday was a delightful 
celebration of everything about 
Motherhood. Thank you to Mrs 
Therese Rae and Ms Aoife 
Condron, and the Mini Vinnies 
for preparing and presenting 
the liturgy for us. Thank you to the members of the 
SPN who organised the morning tea cups and treats 
and a special thanks to the Dads who served, including 
Cr Lance Hewlett.   
 
The reflections from individual mothers were 
incredibly touching, this is a much loved, long-standing 
tradition here at St Rita’s. Thank you to all the mums 
who spoke from the heart about what it means to 
them to be a mother.  
 
Staff 
Welcome to Mrs Kristina Cassar who replaces Mrs 
Tracy Hill this week and next week in Year 4L while 
Tracy is on long service leave.  
 
Mr Nathan Mulhearn will be on long service leave from 
16 to 22 May. Mrs Wendy Anderson will replace 
Nathan for this week.  
 
 

Bishops Visit and Walk to School Day   
This Friday is the day for our Pastoral Visit from Bishop 
Ken Howell. Bishop Ken will join the staff for morning 
tea and then have a tour of the school followed by 
lunch with our leadership team and members of our 
School Board and SPN.  
 
We also have our Walk to School Safely Day on Friday 
morning, notes went home last week for information 
regarding collection points.  
 
Trivia Night 
The date for the Trivia Night has changed to June 8, it 
would be great to have many families join in the fun.  
 
Workplace Health and Safety Traffic Management 
Plan 
As noted in a previous newsletter, we are required to 
update and adjust our traffic management plans in 
order to ensure that they comply with new 
regulations. WHS Officers from Brisbane Catholic 
Education, our school and parish, have identified the 
church driveway and the Redgum Drive entrance into 
the school as high risk areas shared zone area.  
 
We will need to ensure that the restrictions on these 
two driveways are adhered to and directions followed 
at all times, eg Redgum Drive is Staff and OSHC access 
only, the Church driveway is No Entry - Authorized 
Vehicles Only. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Tues 15 May Start NAPLAN Testing Yr 3 and 5 
Thu 17 May Finish NAPLAN Testing Yr 3 and 5 
Fri 18 May Walk to School day 

Parish Pastoral Visit 
Bishop Ken Howell 
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There will be changes that will affect parents dropping 
off children to school and OSHC, unpinning this is the 
safety of all of our students all of the time. Further 
information will provided.  
 
School Fees 
Please note that school fees for Term 2 are due this 
Friday. Your prompt attention to this would be 
appreciated.  
 
As this will be my last formal newsletter before I take 
leave, I wish you all the best for the rest of the term. I 
will send an update from Belgium while I attend my 
study Catholic Identity Intensive course.  
 
With best wishes,    
Carolyn   
   

‘Open Minds and Joyful Hearts in the Year 
of Youth’  

 

FROM APA 
NAPLAN Tests Years 3 & 5 This Week  
This week is NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - 
Literacy and Numeracy) week for all students in Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9 in Australian schools. NAPLAN provides 
the only common measure of literacy and numeracy 
for all Australian students. As such, it provides some 
point-in-time evidence of literacy and numeracy 
progress and achievement at system, school and 
student levels. Together with the results of student 
learning in curriculum areas and the data collected and 
analyzed from our BCE monitoring tools, NAPLAN 
provides information that can inform effective 
classroom learning and teaching.  
 

 NAPLAN is not a test of content, but rather, tests skills 
in literacy and numeracy that are taught explicitly 
through the Australian curriculum and develop over 
time. As such, it is not a test that children can prepare 
for in the same way they might prepare for an end of 
term assessment. In preparing students to complete 
NAPLAN assessments, teachers make sure that 
students are familiar with the types of questions they 
will encounter in the test by modelling and guiding 
these in their teaching.  
 

NAPLAN assessments occur this week, as per the 
timetable below. Any Year 3 or Year 5 student who is 

away on any of these days and misses out on one or all 
of the NAPLAN tests will make up at least one of the 
missed tests on Friday 18/05, if present. 

NAPLAN Testing Timetable   -   May 15, 16, 17, 18 

 Tuesday 15/05/18  

 Language conventions (English - 40 mins) - 9:00am  

 Writing (Yrs 3 & 5 40 mins) - 11:30am Start 

 Wednesday 16/05/18  

 Reading Test (Yr 3 45 mins & Yr 5 50 mins) - 
9:00am Start            

 Thursday  17/05/18  

 Numeracy Test (Yr 3 45 mins & Yr 5 50 mins )  

 Friday 18/05/18  

 Make up tests Yrs 3 & 5 as necessary  
 

We wish our Years 3 and 5 students and teachers all 
the best for NAPLAN this week. 
 

Semester One Reporting Process, 2018 
As in the past, there are two aspects to our Semester 
One process for reporting to parents on student 
progress. One aspect is the Parent-Teacher Interviews, 
in which teachers meet face-to-face with parents for a 
15 minute ‘snapshot’ of student progress, with a focus 
on affirming progress, identifying and discussing any 
areas of concern and making recommendations for 
further development. These interviews will be offered 
through the PTO Booking system on our Parent Portal 
and will take place during Weeks 9 and 10 (Monday 11 
June – Friday 22 June), with one night each week 
offering interviews into the early evening (up to 
7:30pm). In the coming weeks, teachers will identify 
their available days and times within that two-week 
window. Parents will then be able to access PTO to 
make interview bookings via the Parent Portal. It is a 
good opportunity now to look ahead to possible 
availability during this period.  Further communication 
will follow regarding access to the PTO portal. 
 

The second aspect is the written Student Progress 
Report, which provides more detail regarding student 
progress, offering Achievement and Effort judgements 
in the various Key Learning Areas of the curriculum, as 
well as teacher comments. Parents will be able to 
access these reports digitally via the Parent Portal in 
the final week of this term.  
 

Cheers, 
Brian 



 

FROM APRE 
Feast of the Ascension 
On Sunday the Catholic Church celebrated the Feast of 
the Ascension. My Parish Priest described it as the ling 
between Easter and the upcoming Pentecost.  
 
Mark 16:15-20 
‘I am with you always’ – the Paschal Mystery is the life 
of the pilgrim Church 
 
 Throughout all of Jesus' ministry, he taught his 
disciples how to live and love just like him. As they 
walked from town to town, Jesus used parables to 
explain his messages, healed many people who 
displayed faith in him, and challenged cultural and 
societal norms that failed to uphold the dignity of all 
people.  In Sunday's Gospel, Jesus "graduates" his 
disciples from being students (disciples) to being 
teachers (Apostles), challenging them to "Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the gospel to every 
creature" (Mark 16:15). This meant that Jesus wanted 
the disciples to tell everyone they met about what 
they had learned, heard, witnessed and experienced 
during their time with Jesus. Most importantly Jesus 
wanted the disciples to proclaim to everyone the 
incredibly good news, that Jesus was alive, so that all 
who heard might also believe in Jesus and live and love 
just like him. On this same day, confident in the ability 
of his dear friends to spread the joy of the Gospel and 
to carry on his work, Jesus ascended into Heaven. It is 
from his seat in Heaven, that Jesus worked with the 
disciples as they began their mission of forming the 
early Christian communities. From this same seat, 
Jesus continues this work but supporting us, as we, 
just like the disciples, carry out the mission of all 
Christians to spread the Good News of the Gospel.  
 
St Rita's Feast Day 
Next Tuesday 22 May we will celebrate St Rita's Feast 
Day with the Parish in Unitas. Mass will begin at 9am.  
 

FROM PLL 
The Australian Curriculum - English has text as the 
central element. Teachers regularly meet with me 
across the term to plan English Learning and Teaching 
Activities to progress student learning.  This week I am 
sharing the key teaching foci in Prep-6 in the current 

teaching cycle. This is a snapshot of what is happening 
in classroom across the school at present.  
 

Prep students are currently exploring 
the key elements of narrative texts. 
The Teaching and Learning activities in 
this 3 week cycle will have with The 
Stick Man by Julia Donaldson as the 
central text.  

 
In year 1 the students are learning that 
narrative texts are different to 
informative texts and this affects the 
way they are organised. The Rainbow 
Fish and information texts about sea 
creatures will be used in this 3 week 
cycle.      

                                               
Year 2 students are identifying how 
language features are used to describe 
characters and setting with a focus on The 
Piggybook.  
 

A variety of informative, persuasive and imaginative 
texts (in the form of poems) will be central to learning 
and teaching activities in year 3 in the next weeks. The 
students will develop an understanding that the way 
the content is organised in a text is dependent on the 
purpose of the text.  
 
In year 4 students will be investigating the text 
structure of an informative text with a specific focus 
on the vocabulary used in this 
type of text. A variety of 
informative texts will be 
used in the context of 
religious education  
 
Year 5 will develop an understanding of 
how language features, images 
and vocabulary influence the 
interpretation of characters 
setting and events in a narrative 
text. This will be investigated in 
the context of comic strips. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A15-20&version=NIV
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=gtjxCvBb&id=03E6062A1D87469B00ED6A3DC23D5AE1409A421B&thid=OIP.gtjxCvBbUHhDUXs5b3iP-gHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.mylittlenotepad.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/51oEiA-%2b%2byL._SS500_.jpg&exph=500&expw=500&q=stick+man+book&simid=607986076578546905&selectedIndex=1
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Year 6 students will analyse and explain 
how language features in a narrative are 
used to achieve a particular 
effect. This learning will 
occur in the context of Boy 
Overboard and Parvana. 
                 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

  
 Quote of the week 

“Optimism is essential to achievement 
and it is also the foundation of courage 

and true progress.”         Nicholas M. Butler 

 
Sports Day (Age Champion Events) 

Notes will be going home shortly regarding 
nominations for Age Champion Events.  To be eligible, 
students must be turning 10 or older this year. These 
events (excluding 800m) are not held on sports day, 
however will be held in the final weeks of this term. 
 
Age champion events include: Shotput, Discus, Long 
jump, High-Jump and 800m.  

 
Athletics Training 

Beginning Monday 21 May will be athletics training 
(Running for approximately 10 weeks – Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings from 7.40 – 8.10am). 
 
We welcome Mr Ben Luscombe again who will be 
facilitating the training program once again this year. 
Ben is heavily involved in many of our neighbouring 
schools throughout Redlands and we encourage all 
students who are interested to attend as many days 
possible. 
 
Mondays – Sprinting 
Wednesdays – Throwing 
Fridays – Jumping 
 

District and St Anthony’s Invitational XC 
Over the past few weeks, St Rita’s has had many 
students involved in representative Cross-Country 
events. 
 

We congratulate William F (Year 5) who was successful 
at the Bayside Districts Cross Country in the 11yr Boys 
division. William placed in the top 10 and gained 
selection in the team to represent the Bayside at the 
upcoming Regional Cross Country. 
 
At the annual St Anthony’s Invitational Cross Country 
we had a very successful day with some great results 
across our many teams. Congratulations to our Junior 
Girls Division placing 3rd, Intermediate Boys placing 2nd 
and Senior Boys placing 2nd. 
 
All round, some great performances and results for 
this year’s Cross Country season. 

 
Representative Singlets 

Students are asked to return any representative 
singlets to Mr Kenyon that they have been lent during 
this term.  Please return washed, in a bag, and clearly 
marked with your name. 
 

Upcoming Dates 
June 5 – Interschool Sport Day #2 

June 11-13 – Year 5 Camp 
June 18 – Sports Day 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

 

IEU Literary Competition  
Calling all year 5 and 6 students! Do you love 
writing and would like to be recognised for 
your special talent? This year the Independent 
Education Union are offering a prize of $150 to the 
winning entrant. All you have to do is create a short 
story of 400-800 words, or a poem, by the 27 July, 
2018. Full details and entry forms can be found at: 
www.qieu.asn.au 
 
Write 4 fun Competition 
This year a 3L student, Eli H, has been recognised for 
his great writing ability, and has subsequently been 
offered the opportunity to have his work published in 
the Write 4 fun magazine. Well done Eli! What a 
fantastic effort! As with every good story, there is a 
problem in ‘Grassy the Grasshopper’ that needs to be 
resolved. Here is a snippet from Eli’s story, 
 

http://www.qieu.asn.au/


 

‘The day Grassy has always dreamt about had finally 
arrived. Although he was nervous he was very excited 
as the long jump was the first event. When Grassy 
went to put his shoes on he realised he only had five 
shoes. Grassy pulled everything out of his backpack but 
could not find the fifth shoe. In a panic, Grassy fell over 
and hurt his foot…Grassy knew if he could not find his 
shoe, his dream was over. Then Mr Fuzz comes running 
into the room looking for Grassy, and in his hand was 
the sixth shoe. Mr Fuzz quickly strapped Grassy’s foot 
and they raced back onto the field just in time for the 
first jump.’ 
 
Book Club 
Our book club member for Week 5 is 
Neave K. Here Neve talks about the 
novel we are reading, ‘The Magician’s 
Nephew.’ Book Club takes place every Wednesday at 
11am. We are changing our venue to the grassy area 
near the year 5 block.  
 
Do you like this book? 
It’s a really good book because there’s lots of 
adventure and mystery. 
What do you predict will happen at the end of the 
novel? 
They will eventually get back to their own world. 
Who would enjoy this book? 
Anyone looking for an interesting chapter book. 
 
ICAS mystery entrant 
Thank you to all the parents who entered their 
child/children into the ICAS competition this year. The 
registration is now closed. We are yet to locate the 
owner of the registration form for a year 2 student 
entered into the spelling competition? Unfortunately, 
there was no name on the form. If you entered your 
child into this competition, and they are year 2, please 
feel free to contact Wendy Anderson on the email 
below to ensure that you put your child’s name on the 
form. 
 
Have a great week, 
Wendy Anderson 
wmanderson@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 

MUSIC NEWS 

 
Well done to Senior Choir who lifted the roof at 
assembly this week with their rendition of ‘This is Me’ 
from the ‘Greatest Showman’.  Next week, Junior 
Choir will perform 2 songs from their repertoire.  All 
Junior Choir students will need to bring their choir 
shirts for their performance.   
 
Congratulations to Mikayla T who performed ‘The 
Blessing Song’ beautifully at the Mother’s Day Liturgy 
on Friday 11 May. 
 
Well done to Year 6 choir students who have been 
selected to perform at the ‘Year of Youth Rally’ at St 
Stephen’s Cathedral on July 23.  They will form part of 
a mass choir that will be celebrating the catholic year 
of youth.  These students are:  Laralie M,  Mikayla T, 
Juiliana M, Tatiana J, Maite T, Seth H. 
 
There will be regular performances from our music 
groups from now to the end of term.  Please check the 
newsletters each week for updates on performances. 
 
Have a great week, 
Paul Tyrrell - Music Teacher 
 

EARLY LEARNING REDLANDS 

 

Parents/carers of children in Prep to Year 2. Don't miss 
the next FREE Early Learning Redlands event to be held 
here at St Rita's on Wednesday 23rd May, 6 - 8 pm in 
the Unitas Hall. There will be two great speakers 
focusing on the communication and Literacy domain, 
as well as representatives from early years 
organisations in our local area. Afternoon tea will be 
provided. You can book online through ELR's Facebook 
page or just turn up on the night 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS 

 

CLASS STUDENT 

2L Hayden M 

5K Noah C 

5L Holly C 
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SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Congratulations to Pheonix T (PL) you are 
the lucky winner of a bonus $2 deposited 
into your account today!!  Don’t forget, at 
the end of this term we will be rewarding 

all those school bankers who have managed to save 14 
weeks throughout Semester 1.  You will receive a $10 
voucher to Cineplex Movie Cinemas.  For any further 
information about school banking you can email us 
victoria.point@boq.com.au, call us direct 3207 6133.  
We would also love you to come and see us, we are 
located at Victoria Point Shopping Centre (Food Court 
end) opening hours as follows: 

Mon to Thurs 9.30am – 4.30pm 
              Fri 9.30am –5pm 

Saturday 9.00am – 12pm 
Have a great week and happy saving from 
BOQ Victoria Point!  
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 

 

Thursday 17 May 
Terri Comerford 

Tania Digby 

2ND Break 

Tania Digby 
 

Friday 18 May 

Sharlene SpillerCate Navin 

Catherine Gillan 

2ND Break 

Cate Navin 
 

Please do not forget that we are not selling ice blocks 
or slushy's on 2nd break for term 1. 
 

Renee 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

HOURS 
 

Thursday 8.00 to 10.00am 
Friday  8.00 to 10.00am 
 
 

SAN SISTO OPEN DAY – 20 MAY 1-4PM 

 

We invite you to meet our students and teachers while 
exploring our stunning campus and state-of-the-art 
facilities. 
Enjoy guided tours, student performances, faculty 
demonstrations and displays at Open Day 2018. These 
provide a unique snapshot of what it feels like to join 
the San Sisto community. Displays including those 
from Languages – Japanese and Italian, HPE – Sport 
and Physical Enrichment, Drama, Textiles, Art, 
Humanities and Science are always popular, and there 
will be dress-ups in the Rose Retail Shop. Our café, 
coffee cart and barbeque will provide refreshments 
for those keen to take a rest and enjoy the Cecilia 
Square student entertainment activities. Music and 
voice presentations of all kinds will be on offer, from 
ensembles to busking. With the smell of food and the 
sound of music in the air, there will be plenty to see, 
experience, do, taste and listen to at Open Day 2018. 
Register for Open Day 2018 and discover the San Sisto 
difference. 
 
To register, visit 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OpenDay2018 
 
For more information about San Sisto College, visit 
www.sansisto.qld.edu.au 
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ADVERTISING 

 
 



ST RITA’S 

MOVIE
TRIVIA  NIGHT

WHEN :     Friday, 8th June 2018 time :    6.30pm Start  (Doors open from 6pm)

WHERE :  Unitas Hall    TEAMS :  Cost is $10 per person
      St Rita’s Primary School              Minimum 3 people, or 
       Benfer Road, Victoria Point                   Maximum 8 people per table.

        BYO : Food and All Drinks     .
     Bring along Cheese platters, Hot Food Platters,     .
     Chips, Nibbles, etc to enjoy with your team.     .
     Alcohol is permitted (please drink responsibly).     .

Entries close :  Wednesday, 6th June 2018
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS AN ADULTS ONLY EVENT.

For further details please contact
Fiona Reid 0423 116 674

or email on stritasspn@gmail.com

Prizes for :

1st, 2nd & 3rd Place

Best Dressed
Best Table

Lucky Door Prize
and more

Don’t have a team?
No worries, let us know, we can add you to a table.

St Rita’s SPN Trivia Night Entry Form
 

 We have our team!  Team Name:  _____________________________________________________

 Our Team Captain (Name & Email):  ___________________________________________________,

 will complete/submit this form along with full team cash payment to the school office/teacher

 by Wed 6th June 2018.             Number of people ______ x $10    =    $ __________

 I/We wish to attend but do not have a team. Please add me/us to a table!

 Name & Contact Number:  __________________________________    Children’s Grades:  _______

 Name & Contact Number:  __________________________________    Children’s Grades:  _______

 * I will try to add you to a table with parents that have children in one of your year levels. I will advise which Team you

 have been added to via SMS (along with other relevant details e.g. Team Captain Name & Email Address)!     

                  Number of people ______ x $10    =    $ __________

Get a team of friends together and join us for a fun night filled with trivia, games, 
prizes to be won and plenty of laughs.

Each team will have a movie theme (of your choice) and are encouraged to dress up 
and decorate your table.
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The Carmel College community warmly invite the St Rita’s 
community to this year’s production of 
the hit musical Annie.   

More than 130 talented students are 
involved in this year’s musical 
production as performers, set and 
costume designers, musical band 
members and many other different 
roles on the show nights to bring this 
musical to the community.  Don’t miss 
the opportunity to spot a celebrity.  

Annie will be performed at the 
Redland Performing Arts Centre. 
Show times are Friday 25th and 
Saturday 26th May at 7 pm and a very 
family friendly matinee performance at 1.00pm.  Why not dress 
up for the show and have photos taken with the cast.  

Tickets are just $ 25 for Adults and $15 for concession. Contact 
RPAC to purchase tickets or follow the link. 
http://www.rpac.com.au/Pages/Performances.aspx?PerfID=423 

http://www.rpac.com.au/Pages/Performances.aspx?PerfID=423
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